Press Release

IABG takes over flight testing competence
from Dornier to enhance test palette

Ottobrunn/Oberpfaffenhofen — IABG has enhanced its
range of services in the area of aviation testing. Following
the takeover of equipment and the hiring of specialists
from the former Fairchild Dornier Aerolndustries in
Oberpfaffenhofen, IABG can now also carry out aviation
testing in the air. This makes it the first medium sized avia-
tion company to offer the full spectrum of tests from com-
puter simulation, to structural testing on the ground
through to the flight tests required for the development
and airworthiness certification processes.

Before entering service, a newly developed aircraft must be put
through its paces. First of all, its structural durability is simu-
lated on computers. It then undergoes static and dynamic tests
in a fracture cell on the ground. Only at this stage are tests
carried out under operational conditions (ground running and
flights) using a prototype in which pilots and engineers can test
and evaluate the performance and characteristics of the new
aircraft. Once all these tests have been successfully com-
pleted, aviation authorities such as the “European Aviation
Safety Agency” (EASA) issue certification. The newly devel-
oped aircraft can then enter production and be delivered to
customers.

IABG has been carrying out aviation tests on the ground for
over 40 years. For example, the Airbus A380 is currently un-
dergoing a service life test at IABG’s Dresden plant. IABG is
now also able to test aircraft in actual operation on the ground
and in the air. Measurement equipment for this purpose is now
available and can process and display the measurement val-
ues from a wide range of sensors located on and inside the
aircraft. This data can also be transmitted to a telemetry station
on the ground. This allows the development engineers to moni-
tor the data in real-time and offers them the flexibility to adjust
the test programme during the flight as required. To facilitate
this, additional staff members have been hired to assist the
IABG specialists in operating the complex hardware and soft-
ware and evaluating the data recorded. The standard of the
current technical equipment and the qualifications of four of the
new additions to the team are extremely high and together em-
body the cutting edge of the aviation sector. The sophisticated
testing and development activities carried out by the former
Dornier company in the area of flight testing will now live on in
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IABG.

“By taking over Dornier’s flight testing expertise, IABG has
succeeded in retaining important know-how within the German
aerospace industry. As an independent technology company,
we are delighted to be in a position to offer this knowledge and
service both to medium-sized aviation companies as well as to
large international concerns”, declared the two directors of
IABG Prof. Dr. Rudolf F. Schwarz and Thomas Dittler.

The hardware and software used by IABG for the flight tests
can be applied across all aircraft programmes. As a result, the
test systems can be integrated into any aircraft. This is of great
benefit for small and medium sized aviation companies, who
only rarely develop new aircraft: They must neither purchase
expensive test equipment nor hire specialised staff for the du-
ration of the flight test, which lasts around two years. Instead,
they can make use of the comprehensive and independent
flight testing services offered by IABG. Large concerns can
also profit from this because they can also turn to IABG during
capacity bottlenecks. The spectrum of services offered covers
the provision of the on-board measuring systems, the telemetry
infrastructure, the planning of individual test sequences, the
preparation of certification papers right up to full supervision
and execution of all activities relating to the flight test. An addi-
tional advantage is that the systems are not permanently sta-
tioned at IABG Oberpfaffenhofen, but can be deployed as mo-
bile facilities, in particular for campaigns (for example, cold or
heat trials). This provides IABG with the flexibility to serve cus-
tomers throughout Europe and even worldwide.

About IABG

IABG is a leading European technology company. Our
primary focus is on forward-looking applications for high
technology and science. We plan, realise and operate.
With approximately 1,000 experienced and dedicated
employees, we offer our customers from both the indus-
trial and public sectors solutions in the areas of Automo-
tive, InfoCom, Transport & Environment, Aeronautics,
Space and Defence & Security.
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